May's New Medals! 
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May has arrived and, along with it, increasingly more seasonal temps and lots of 
sunshine. With spring’s return, we have been able to partake in our local farmers’ market, 
which is always packed with numerous vendors selling fresh, local produce. While these 
offerings will continue to increase and become more diverse, the pic above is of our most 

recent haul from this past weekend. Speaking of fruits and veggies, here is an elegant 
and supremely prooflike silver medal from Birmingham, England, awarded in 1909... 


SLLECTION OF FRGIT 


This particular specimen was awarded by the Birmingham Chrysanthemum Society to the 
Pewtress Brothers, from Hereford, for their collection of fruit. While agricultural-related 
award medals aren't that uncommon, ones with such fruit-and-veggie-forward 
iconography are quite difficult. With this example, one can spot a pineapple, carrots, 
grapes, tomatoes, and peaches, among other fresh goodies. 


Switching over to a very interesting satirical medal from Hamburg in the early 18th 
century, this type has always been touted as satirizing the corruption of the imperial 
commission, but no other answer as to its meaning appears to have been given. While 
researching the events of the time in Hamburg, there was undoubtedly unrest with 
respect to the increasing Ashkenazi Jewish populace there. As the Citizens’ Council was 
largely composed of orthodox Protestants, the increase in those practicing a different 
religion was met with much consternation—so much so that this issue was raised to the 
upper echelons within the Holy Roman Empire. Emperor Joseph | sent a commissioner 
on his behalf to help resolve the issue. While it isn’t exactly known what, if any, 
concessions, were made, the resulting city constitution in 1712 provided more recognition 
for Hamburg’s Jewish population. Given Christian viewpoints at the time, it seems quite 
likely that the assumption was made that the Jewish populace had bribed the 
commissioner for recognition of their status. This type of antisemitic satirizing wasn’t 
exactly uncommon, even within the world of medallic art at the time. This overall design, 
in terms of the hand offering a coin, and man covering his face, and the legends, is seen 
on types from at least three different medalists, showing how powerful of a theme it was 
within medallic circles. Whatever its meaning may be, it remains a rather interesting and 
haunting type... 


Now, after that heavy topic, we switch over to something completely different. And, by 
completely, | mean a straight-up wall plaque... 


While this certainly falls within the realm of medallic art, it is also quite massive. Like, 
really big. The videos give the most accurate sense of in hand (or in hands) size, but this 
Belgian tribute to Woodrow Wilson issued during or shortly after World War | measures 
222mm in diameter, or 8-3/4 inches. If you’ve ever been seeking an incredibly large 
medallic commemorative for Wilson—and really, why haven’t you?—then here’s your 
chance. It is extremely unlikely that you will ever encounter another. 


If a medal with one president weren’t enough, how about one with three? This gilt copper 
medal was issued for the 1900 Republican National Convention, and features two prior 
Republican presidents—Lincoln and Grant—along with current and ensuing nominee, 
McKinley. While these medals are observed in copper and white metal, and in two 
different sizes, those in gilt copper are quite difficult to come by... 


What makes this even more interesting is the fact that it is in such an elevated state of 
preservation and features a rather dramatic and interesting error in the form of a near- 
180° double strike upon the reverse. If you look closely enough, you can see the inverted 
duplication in a somewhat ghosted nature. 


Moving on to something cuddly, let’s end with medals devoted to our furry friends, such 
as this gilt bronze award medal from a dog show held in Heidelberg circa 1930... 


This charming medal includes the original box of issue, with a similar canine design 
emblazoned upon the case. 


Second, something for the felines. Here is an advertising token from Marseille, France, 
issued sometime during the interwar period... 


Featuring a cat, this was for Ferrier’s soap company that produced a form of detergent 
called “Le Chat,” or “the cat.” This brand is still extant, and still features, as one would 
assume, a kitty for its iconography. 


For all of this upload’s new items, click here or on the banner art below, and watch for our 
next upload coming in mid-May on the 15th! 
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